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Year One Was Great…on to Year Two!


The Alabama Best Practices Center is gearing up for a busy second year of our professional development program that encourages powerful conversations and practice around 21st Century teaching and learning. 

Last year, with support from the Microsoft Partners in Learning grants program, ABPC recruited small teams from 20 forward-thinking schools across Alabama to participate in a professional development program we call “Keeping Up with the Net Generation.” A second cadre of schools will be selected for Year Two of the project. 

 “The 21st Century Schools initiative is a response to an urgent need for schools in Alabama and across the U.S. to meet global challenges," says ABPC Director Cathy Gassenheimer. "The challenge is much bigger than technology. It’s really about redefining what it means to be educated in a knowledge-based digital age.”

Educators in Year One’s participating schools and districts say our curriculum and related activities have heightened their sense of urgency about preparing students for success in a global, digital-based society.

Charlotte Wilson, a kindergarten teacher at Vestavia Hills Elementary East, wrote: "This experience has helped me grow more professionally than just about anything I have experienced in a very long time. I feel more confident about myself and more inspired. I have been teaching many years. Though I considered myself an excellent teacher, I have not been where I should be in regards to moving forward in this 21st Century. I now feel as if I am on my way!"

Year Two of our ABPC 21st Century project promises to be just as exciting! We'll begin with a "21st Century OctoberFest" — a face-to-face conference in Birmingham where we'll have special presentations and workshops, and where our 21st Century Teacher Fellows and many of last year's participants will help bring our new school teams up to speed. 

During the Fall semester, our new teams will also participate in an online curriculum that has been polished and fine-tuned, based on feedback from Year One teachers and principals. Meanwhile, our returning teachers will engage in an advanced curriculum strand, culminating in an Alabama 21st Century Fair attended by state leaders.

Click here to read more comments from our Cohort 1 schools
Click here to find out more about our plans for Year Two of the 21st Century Learning Initiative
Click here to find out how schools in the Powerful Conversations Network can apply to become ABPC 21st Century Schools
ABPC's 21st Century Initiative at a Glance

Here's a brief PowerPoint presentation we prepared to highlight our Year One accomplishments. The presentation includes links to supplementary information. You can access the linked webpages by clicking on them in Slide Show mode.

Click here to download our ABPC21 At a Glance slideshow. 

An Alabama Teacher Tells Us:

"Blogs Are for Science, Too!"

"After teaching high school chemistry for 15 years," writes high school chemistry teacher Juliana Coleman, "I had tried just about every engaging instruction opportunity available and had my classroom activities set. I was up to date! Or so I thought." Juliana's participation in the ABPC 21st Century Schools program changed her thinking. "Through this program, I have been exposed to technology that I never would have dreamed of 15 years ago. To date, my favorite, and the one I have incorporated into my classroom, has been blogging."

Click here to read Juliana's description of her 21st Century adventure, complete with details about developing a science classroom blog.
NECC'ing in San Diego:

Our National Educational Computing Conference Blog

Our ABPC 21st Century consultants John Norton and Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach not only attended the 2006 NECC conference in San Diego, they wrote about many of the great sessions they attended and the exciting things they saw and did. In their "NECC'ing in San Diego" blog, you'll hear words of 21st Century wisdom from headliners like Alan November, David Warlick, Kathy Schrock, Will Richardson, Dewitt Jones, Tom Carroll and David Thornburg – and learn more about how educators are involving their students in many new technologies. Don't miss the entries on Taking It Global, Rock Our World, $100 Laptops, and the trailblazers from Tuscaloosa! 

Click here to visit the "NECC'ing in San Diego" blog.
(scroll down the page to browse the entire blog)

In Birmingham, Carver High School Students

Video-Conference with Hollywood Pros (Edutopia Magazine) 
Every other Tuesday afternoon, from 2:30 to 3:30, Camilla Sanders-Avery's students at Carver High School in Birmingham have a videoconference with some of the most successful animators in Hollywood. The students display their animation projects and get immediate feedback from the experts. No sugarcoating here: "They tell you exactly what your work needs," says senior Eric Gates. 

Click here to read this story from the July 2006 issue of Edutopia, a national magazine published by the George Lucas Foundation.
Dr. Jan's Blog:

One Principal's Online Reflections

Jan Borelli began writing a blog two years ago when she was appointed principal of "a chronically underperforming school" in the Oklahoma City Public Schools. Her blog chronicles her experiences as she and her faculty attempt a "turn-around." Borelli's blog was featured in a recent issue of School Administrator magazine, where she wrote: "I usually contribute to my blog a couple of times a week. The entry can be about students, teachers, educational philosophies, methods we have used to turn academic achievement around, personal stories and more." A recent entry offers "Twenty Tips to New Principals." Principals who have some interest in blogging will find Borelli's musings both instructive and surprisingly frank.

Click here to visit Jan Borelli's principal blog.
Is Multi-Media a Good Education Investment?

As educators search for the most effective and engaging methods for teaching our nation's young people, many are turning to technology to assist in accomplishing their goals. Of particular interest is the integration of multimedia devices, applications, and activities into the classroom. But are these new devices and applications appropriate for classroom use? Do they go beyond student interest (they are cool, after all) and move into student understanding and achievement?

Click here to download this report from the TopicsEducation research group.
21st Century-minded Alabama Teachers and Students 

Are Blogging, Wiki'ing, and Podcasting for the World to See!
Many of the participants in Year One of our 21st Century Schools project have developed online projects and activities, both with their students and for professional development purposes. These projects, which originate at every grade level from kindergarten to senior high, show a wide range of interests and sophistication. You'll find lots of ideas about ways to use 21st Century tools for educational purposes! 

See our updated list of examples: http://del.icio.us/abpcjohn
Don't Miss the Latest Issue of Our

Working Toward Excellence Journal:

"Educating the Digital Generation"

It's filled with stories and resources that can help accelerate 21st Century teaching and learning in Alabama. The lead article makes the case that Alabama must move forward and integrate 21st Century skills into every part of our state curriculum. You'll also find a page full of links that will help schools explore web-based teaching tools!

Click here to download the Spring 2006 issue of WTE.
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