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Welcome to the 21st Century Learning e-newsletter of the Alabama Best Practices Center.

Supported by a grant from Microsoft Partners in Learning, this monthly electronic publication will share news of our 21st Century Learning project -- plus ideas, resources and information that Alabama educators can use to accelerate the adoption of Digital Age teaching strategies in our schools and classrooms.

SCHOOLS EXPLORE THE FUTURE OF TEACHING & LEARNING

The Alabama Best Practices Center, with support from the Microsoft Mid-Tier Grants Program, is sponsoring a two-year professional development program that engages small teams from participating schools in "powerful conversations about 21st Century Learning." Twenty schools have been selected for participation in 2005-06. A second cadre of 20 schools will be selected for 2006-07.

Our 21st Century School teams are supported by 10 educators from schools across Alabama who serve as 21st Century Fellows. These outstanding teachers serve as facilitators of our online professional development activities and will also work with educators and the public "face to face" at selected meetings and schools.

Our goal is to help schools explore the future of teaching and learning. The challenge is much bigger than technology. It's really about redefining what it means to be educated in a knowledge-based digital age. It's about engaging students who are "digital natives" and preparing them to be successful in a world that will require technical knowledge, expert decision making, complex communications, creativity, leadership, and habits of building personal capacity.

Find out more about the 21st C project:

http://www.abpc21.org/res/about21stCproj_0206news.doc
List: 21st Century Schools & Teacher Fellows:

http://www.abpc21.org/res/21Cparticip_0206news.doc
Article: 21st Century Teaching ( from Access Learning, March 2005)

http://snipurl.com/fbdt
ASSURING INTERNET SAFETY & ACCESS

How can we be certain that our children have a safe online experience and also assure that teachers and students have the flexibility to explore the Web together; use tools like blogs, wikis, podcasts, and streaming video for instruction; interact with learners all over the world, and gain the competencies they need to succeed in a digital society?

In early February 2006, technology representatives from 15 Alabama school districts involved in the ABPC 21st Century Learning project joined leaders from our participating schools in a live online mini-conference to discuss Internet safety and access issues. The two-hour session, held on the Elluminate Live website, featured four guest experts who led a lively, frank dialogue about ways to support Internet and WWW access for 21st Century learning, while also assuring student safety and the security of school and district technology infrastructures.

Find out more:

http://www.abpc21.org/res/webaccess_0206news.doc
GETTING STARTED WITH CLASSROOM BLOGGING

"Today's students are eager to interact with technology," says Jeanne Simpson, a seventh grade math teacher at Cedar Ridge Middle School in Decatur and an ABPC 21st Century Teacher Fellow. "They want to share their thoughts with the world. Many are seeking out unsupervised places such as MySpace or Xanga to begin social networking. I believe they will participate in school-sponsored networking just as eagerly. Not only will they have the chance to learn proper internet behavior, but they will also have the opportunity to clarify their thinking and deepen their understanding of academic concepts through classroom blogs." In this article for our newsletter, Jeanne describes her own classroom blogging experiments and shares a wealth of resources about in-school blogging!

Read "Getting Started with Classroom Blogging":

http://www.abpc21.org/res/JSimp_classblog0206news.doc
ABPC ONLINE WORKSHOP: "TEACHING WITH BLOGS!"

Across the United States and the world, teachers and students at every grade level are beginning to use weblogs ("blogs") to draw out critical thinking, reading and writing skills, and to collaboratively explore mathematics, science, literature and social studies. The Alabama Best Practices Center is offering a two-hour, after-school *online* workshop that will introduce classroom blogging to interested educators. Separate workshops will be offered for secondary (March 13) and elementary (March 15). Any school in the APBC Powerful Conversations network may apply to participate on a first-come, first-serve basis. Don't miss this exciting opportunity!

Download the complete details and application form:

http://www.abpc21.org/res/blogswrkshop_0206news.doc
IN A DIGITAL WORLD, EDUCATORS NEED NEW PERSPECTIVES

The biggest question about technology and schools, says 21st Century Learning expert Marc Prensky, is not so much what it can do, but when will it get to do it? "We all know life will be much different by 2100," Prensky writes. "Will school?"

Prensky considers how America's public schools are reacting to the digital revolution in a recent article written for Edutopia magazine (published by the George Lucas Educational Foundation). This important article, "Adopt and Adapt: 21st-Century Schools Need 21st-Century Technology," is part of Edutopia's series of "big ideas" for accelerating school performance and effectiveness.

"Resisting today's digital technology will be truly lethal to our children's education," Prensky says. "They live in an incredibly fast-moving world significantly different than the one we grew up in. The number-one technology request of today's students is to have email and instant messaging always available and part of school. They not only need things faster than their teachers are used to providing them, they also have many other new learning needs as well, such as random access to information and multiple data streams."

Today's students are "digital natives" who were born into digital technology, he says. "Conversely, their teachers (and all older adults) are 'digital immigrants.' Having learned about digital technology later in life, digital immigrants retain their predigital "accents" -- such as, thinking that virtual relationships (those that exist only online) are somehow less real or important than face-to-face ones. Such outmoded perspectives are serious barriers to our students' twenty-first-century progress."

Many schools still ban new digital technologies, such as cell phones and Wikipedia. Even when schools do try to move forward, they often face antitechnology pressure from parents demanding that schools go 'back to basics.' Many teachers, under pressure from all sides, are often so afraid to experiment and to trust their kids with technology that they demand extensive 'training' before they will try anything new. All these factors impede even the many schools trying to change."

Read the entire Prensky article:

http://snipurl.com/MPrensky1205
Visit Marc Prensky's website:

http://www.marcprensky.com/
QUICK RESOURCES FOR 21ST CENTURY LEARNING

EASE INTO TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION

http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/
You know it's time to start paying attention to 21st Century Learning in your classroom and school. But good grief! What about AYP?! We can't think of a friendlier, more supportive place to begin to explore the nexus between technology and best teaching practice than Education World's "Technology in the Classroom Center." These friendly, practical articles feature teachers who actually DO the work. The Center is a respository for all  EW articles about technology, from curriculum integration and project-based learning to tips on how to operate in a one-computer classroom. Start exploring. Our "digital native" students will be glad you did.

MORE VOICES CREATE BETTER TECH POLICIES

http://snipurl.com/CollabTechPolicy
This article from School Administrator (August 2005) deserves the attention of any educator who believes  technology policies need to serve the school system's primary mission of the enterprise -- high quality teaching and learning. "Because many school districts have not yet figured out how to create good policies about technology use, complaints...are not uncommon," writes Doug Johnson, a district technology director in Minnesota. "Unilaterally made and often unofficial rules are creating what seems like a new range war -- not between the cattle ranchers and the sheepherders but between the educators and the technologists." How can central office administrators, IT directors, principals and teacher leaders work together to shape sensible technology policies that encourage 21st Century learning? In Johnson's district, policy development is a collaborative process that often begins with a dialogue built around Edward deBono's brainstorming questions: What's Good, What's Bad, and What's Interesting? "No one will agree with every decision," says Johnson, "but at least everyone can have a better understanding of why it was made."

CURIOUS ABOUT PODCASTING?

http://www.stager.org/podcasting
This page of resources about podcasting "for educators and students" was assembled by consultant Gary Stager. He writes: "Not since the advent of the World Wide Web has such an easy and exciting communications medium been within reach of the masses. Podcasting offers educators and students remarkable opportunities for their voices to be heard in their local communities or the around world." Stager provides all the infomation you need to get started!

SHARE YOUR FEEDBACK AND IDEAS!

When it comes to 21st Century learning, what would you like to know more about? What articles and resources (covering Alabama and the world) would be most helpful to you as you and your school explore better ways to educate the "digital generation"? Your ideas can help us shape this newsletter in ways that best serve your schools. Share them with us at: abpc21@bestpracticescenter.org

TO SUBSCRIBE OR UNSUBSCRIBE TO THIS MAILING LIST, send a message with "subscribe" or "unsubscribe" in the subject line to: abpc21@bestpracticescenter.org
